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The Cries of the Oppressed Sound Loud 


By Ruth Griggs 


Most of the people of the world are poor. 
Most of the people of the world are ill-fed. 
Most of the people of the world are sick—life expectancy thirty years... * 
The cries of the oppressed sound loud in the ears of God, 
But America hears them less. 
America ...so busy arming, 
So preoccupied with getting TV spires on every house, 
So rushed about earning two salaries per family for the 
“two family cars,” 
the newest in automatic washers, 
the new deep freeze, 
newer, bigger, more colorful refrigerators... 


Our tables are heavy with concentrated expensive foods... 
More and more proteins, 
Less and less cereals and grain products, 
While most stomachs in the world ache for lack of filling with anything! 
We eat enough candy, 
Smoke enough cigarettes, 
Drink enough soft drinks, 
Guzzle enough liquor, 
To feed thousands on rice or oatmeal. 
Oh, we do send relief food and clothing, heifers and chicks, 
But what a drop of a gift compared with our national living costs, 
Our armament costs, 
Our wastes! 


How long can God stand to see the injustice? 

How long can he stand to hear the cries of the oppressed? 

How long can America ride the crest of prosperity, plenty, luxury 
In a sea of hunger, illness and poverty. 


When will we as a people say, “We have enough. 

We will stay our progress and help the rest of the world. get a decent stand- 
ard of living. We will hold up on the luxuries until the oppressed have 
the necessities.” 

Are Brethren remembering the role of servant, 

Remembering sacrificial living 

And sharing in love? 

Or are we, too, caught up in the rush of TV, new cars, more clothes, 

richer, better food... 


The cries of the oppressed still sound loud in the ears of God. 

Do I hear them? 

Do you? 

*Teonard Kenworthy, Primer of World Politics —Gospel Messenger 
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News and Notes 


A Mistake was made in the report 
Jan. 9, that Pastor and Mrs. P. L. 
Thorslev were again managing the 
Old People’s Home at Edmore, Mich. 
The fact is that the Thorslevs are 
just there for three months, because 
the Petersens were granted a three 
months leave of absence because of 
the health of Mrs. Petersen. 


St. Paul’s, Lynwood, California, an- 
nounces the addition to its church staff 
of Rev. Douglas Toepel from Temple 
Lutheran Church of San Francisco. 
Rev. Toepel is the husband of the for- 
mer secretary of the Luther League of 
the U.E.L.C., Juanita nee Petersen. Rev. 
Toepel will arrive in Lynwood Janu- 
ary 22. 

St. Paul’s budget for the coming year 
will be $61,000 for the church, plus 
$19,179 for its Christian Elementary 
School, making a total budget of $83,- 
179. This does not include the camps 
the church operates nor the Sunday 
School or organizations. 

Sunday morning worship attendance 
during the past year has averaged 715. 
The church is looking forward to one 
of its best years with the addition of 
its new pastor. This makes three pas- 
tors on St. Paul’s budget: Pastor Allan 
D. Hansen, founder of the congregation; 
Pastor Paul Johnsen in Japan; and 
now Pastor Douglas Toepel, associate 
pastor. 


Kenosha, Wis., L. Siersbeck, Pastor. 
St. Mary’s Lutheran Church reports 
that 123 new members were received 
during 1955. The congregation now has 
over 1100 active members with 370 
children enrolled in the Sunday School. 


Chicago, Ill. Golgotha Lutheran, F. 
C. M. Hansen, Pastor. The annual re- 
port of the congregation indicates that 
this church with 450 baptized members 
raised $21,000 for current benevolent 
purposes and $21,000 for the building 
during the past year. A building lot 
was ‘bought, but the committee is study- 
ing the problem and may still find 
some other lots. 


Dickson, Alberta, Canada. Ole Larsen, 
pastor. In reading through the annual 
report of this congregation we were 
struck with the fact that this congrega- 
tion raised almost $3,000.00 for the mis- 


sions of Synod and District and For- 
ward With Christ..We must take our 
hats off for some of these conigrega- 
tions and pastors that do such work. 


A Theological Convocation will be 
held in Blair, Nebraska on April 3-4. 
This event is sponsored jointly by Trin- 
ity Seminary and the pastors of the 
Nebraska and Iowa Districts. A good 
panel of speakers has been secured. 
Details will be forthcoming later. Pas- 
tors, kindly note the date and keep it 
open on your calendar for this event. 

For the Committee in charge 
Theo. I. Jensen 


Pastor Robert Kloth of Pass Lake, 
Ont., Can., has accepted a call from 
Trinity Bluffs congregation, Fremont, 
Neb. 


Storm Lake, Iowa. Carl Schattauer, 
pastor. St. Mark’s congregation gained 
64 new members during the past year. 
This was net gain. The congregation 
now has a baptized membership of 
282. It is a home mission congregation. 
It receives from the Iowa District and 
the U.E.L.C. a total of $7,000 a year 
towards its budget. 


BLAIR, NEBR., DANA COLLEGE 


Mr. William Christensen has been 
appointed instructor in history at 
Dana College, Blair, for the second 
semester. He will teach the courses 
that were offered by the late Dr. H. 
F. Swansen. 

A native of Columbus, Nebr., Chris- 
tensen last year held a teaching as- 
sistantship at the University of Ne- 
braska, from which institution he re- 
ceived the M. A. degree in history in 
1955. He holds the B. A. degree from 
‘Midland ‘College. 

During the summer of 1950 he was 
in Europe for special study in the 
field of international relations. 


Flaxton N. Dak., 
pastor. 

We have just entered the new year 
with thankful hearts to God for the 
year that is past. 

The crop was good and in the 
church the work is also prospering. 
There has been 7 baptisms (3 adult) 
14 confirmations (2 adult). 

The Sunday school attendance is 
good. It presented a good program at 


Johan (Petersen, 
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Christmas entitled “The Star o 
ast.” The young folks had a ca 
light service. We have had an oil: 
nace installed in the church andj 
of the men have built new cupb¢ 
in the kitchen. They also made 
improvements in the church pal 
The Ladies Aid had a very suc 
ful supper and sale in the late fa 
help with the expense of the impli 
ments. Working together we look} 
and thank God for a successful 
and look forward to greater thing 
the future. 


Elk Horn, Iowa, 


During 1955, the Elk Horn Lu; 
an ‘Church was pleasantly beaut 
by an interior decoration job. I 
roll-down partitioning curtains 
installed in the church parlors t¢ 
cilitate ‘Sunday school work. We 
brated our 80th Anniversary this | 
iby staging a birthday party for | 
selves. Twelve ladies, who had bh 
days in the 12 months, arranged 
festivities. Each had a booth 
was decorated appropriately for} 
month. She and an assistant 
made a ‘beautiful cake represeg 
the month. These were all sold te 
highest lbidders. All present were 
couraged to bring an offering ofa 
for each year of their age. A fi 
program was rendered. A large 3 
er birthday cake, decorated — wij 
beautiful open Bible, graced the 
freshment table and was shared b} 
A total of $444.23 was ingathered., 
all went to the All-Lutheran Food 
peal. 

The plan of giving memorial gif} 
foreign missions in lieu of flow 
funerals has won a good accep 
This last ‘year over $1,000.00 was 
ceived in this way. This kind of | 
keep on working in God’s king 

The men’s organization promot 
Mission Farm Program. Abou. 
acres of corn were cared for and| 
vested from which $900.00 were 1 
possible for their Special Parl 
Station Medical Unit. A church | 
built for these people two years 
by this group and the many inter 
friends. A hospital costing $2,000. 
almost ready now. This building 
equipment is being paid for exclu 
ly by Elk Horn missional 
friends. Now we hope to support 
doctor who will be working in 

(Continued on page 13) 


ligious News Service, 


Much of our news is received from Re- 
and the News 
L 3 Bureau of the National Lutheran Council. 
Otto H. Stave, Business Manager. Subscription price: United States and Canada, $3.00 per year in advance; 
All communications that concern the Editorial Department, news items and b E 
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at the Post Office at Blair, Nebr., under Act of March 3, 1879. 
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ooks to be reviewed should be sent to the editor at Spence 
W. Nielsen, 316 N. 


Plum St., Northfield, Minn. <A specia 


dress, ani 


Home Plan. Subscriptions, remittances, 
ould be sent to the Lutheran Publishing 
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itorials and Comments 


UAL REPORTS FROM CONGREGATIONS 
»are happy for the reports that we receive from the 
regations when they have had their annual meet- 
It gives us an idea of what goes on in the synod. It 

elps to make at least one news item from every 
egation that sends a report. If you do not send a 
+t will you please send us a few items about the 
th of your work the past year? 
th of these reports tells a story of joy and progress. 
ever, if you read between the lines they also speak 
ayer and anxiety, of faithfulness of love both on 
sart of the pastors and the members. 

ROMAN CATHOLICISM IN GERMANY 
= generally placid relations between German Prot- 
ts and Roman Catholics have been disturbed by 
controversies, according to Evangelischer Pres- 
mst, the official: news bulletin of -the Evangelical 
ch in Germany. 
»testant spokesmen, headed by Bishop Hanns Lilje 
unnover, president of the Lutheran World Federa- 
d the Rev. Martin Niemoller, head of the Church 
esse, are warning against what they term Roman 
»lic “encroachment upon public and church life,” 
ienst said. 
sations between the two church groups “have been 
ed precarious in consequence of three parallel de- 
ments,” it explained. 
t of these developments, said the Protestant news 
, was “the fact that the Catholic Church is be- 
g to profit from the political situation in Ger- 
(where Chancellor Adenauer is a Roman Catholic) 
ing to further its aims by placing Roman Catho- 
important political positions.” 
uis happens not only in areas with Roman Catholic 
tities but also in provinces of the Federal Republic 
are predominantly Protestant,’ Pressedienst 


ndly, the Protestant spokesmen object to Roman 
slic missionary activities which they term “a stra- 
attack of the Church” directed against regions 
» “Protestantism has been deeply entrenched for 
“ies,” the news report continued. 

e primary target of such Roman Catholic ‘attacks’ 
region of the Lutheran Church of Hannover, an 
where 77 per cent of the population are Protes- 
it said. 

ded in the Roman Catholic plan for missionary 
y in the Hannover area is the establishment of 
work of monasteries and churches, called God's 
sses (Gottesburgen),” Pressedienst asserted. 
dded that, according to Roman sources, “Christ 
bt been present in the region for 400 years (since 
eformation), but now the time has come to erect 
toss of Jesus Christ in this country once more.” 

= third and last point contributing to the contro- 
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versy was the Pope’s message published on the occasion 
of the 400th anniversary of the religious peace of Augs- 
burg in 1555,” the Pressedienst said. 


The message, which called “the rupture of the religi- 
ous union of Germany” caused by the peace of Augs- 
burg “the most disastrous event for the Western world 
and Western culture,” claimed that “in the long run 
only a culture based on Catholicism may be capable to 
resist the non-Christian powers,” the report explained. 

These attitudes of the Roman Church cause much ap- 
orehension in Protestant circles of Germany, and there 
is no lack of protests against denominational encroach- 
ment which is considered aggressive,” the Pressedienst 
summarized. 


In a speech of protest, Bishop Lilje quoted an in- 
scription read on a government. building in Washington, 
D.C., “Vigilance Is the Price of Democracy,” stressing 
that “only by extreme vigilance and decisive action will 
the Protestants be able to meet the aggressive attitudes 
of the Roman Catholic Church.” 


The LWF president also appealed to Protestant theo- 
logians to acquaint themselves better with the methods 
of polemics and to stress theological studies dealing 
“with testifying truth against error,” the Pressedienst 
reported. 


THE POPE IS IN ERROR 

The above information from Germany is sad. It is 
sad that the Pope can make the statement that “the rup- 
ture of the religious union in Germany” caused by the 
peace of Augsburg in 1555, was “the most disastrous 
event for the Western world and Western culture.” He 
claimed that in the long run only a culture based on Ca- 
tholicism may be capable to resist the non-Christian 
powers.” 

How blind can the Pope be? Who saved Rome in the 
last war? It was Protestant America and Protestant 
England. Who stopped the Nazi totaliarianism? It was 
the Protestant forces. It was not Italian and French 
Catholics. They folded up. 

Which are the countries that have yielded to the com- 
munists? The Roman Catholic countries have all be- 
come communistic or they have large communist parties 
in the land. 

If the Roman church had not been disrupted by Mar- 
tin Luther’s Reformation all of Europe might weil today 
have been communistic. 

The culture based on Catholicism certainly has failed 
Europe. It has failed in South America. It will fail 
everywhere, because it supresses God’s own truth as we 
have it in the Bible. 

The last chapter in the Bible has a few things to say 
about what the end of the Pope and all false teachers 
will be. Look it up. And do not fall for the arrogance 
and the display of the Roman church, 
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PACIFIC DISTRICT 


By Chr. Justesen, District President 


Our District has seen a favorable growth the past few 
years. Our greatest growth has taken place in the areas 
where we have begun new mission fields. 


When we observe the influx of people in area after 
area we wish that we could open up many new missions 
here in California and Oregon. We have had several 
golden opportunities for mission fields, but have had to 
drop our requests for lack of money. However, we are 
happy to note that other Lutheran churches have been 
able to enter fields which we have been unable to enter. 


Just now, opportunities are open in the La Mirada 
field. The board recently met and decided to have our 
board member Mr. Tom Jorde try, with the help of a 
real estate man, to find a possible location in this large 
expanding field. How wonderful it would be if those 
who have the means would be able to give sums of 
money for this work or extend us a loan. 


It takes money to buy land. The longer we wait the 
higher it gets as the area develops. So we need to find 
land while it is still in the rough and yet not too remote 
from the plans of future development. We hope and 
pray that the door may soon be open for us in this 
promising field in southern California. 


Work in our district is of a varied nature. In some lo- 
cations we find many sects. These people in their zeal 
for adherents often work upon other church members, 
and we find them able to plant doubt in their minds 
as to the genuineness of their faith and they uproot 
them from their church. After that we find these people 
going from one denomination to another. They 
become restless souls. 


Some locations receive many people from the “north 
mid-west.” Many of these people are Lutherans or at least 
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Repeat His Praise 


By Isaac Watts 


My SOUL, repeat His praise, 
Whose mercies are so great; 

Whose anger is so slow to rise, 
So ready to abate. 


High as the heavens are raised 
Above the ground we tread, 

So far the riches of His grace 
Our highest thoughts exceed. 


His power subdues our sins; 
And His forgiving love, 
Far as the east is from the west, 
Doth all our guilt remove. 


The pity of the Lord, 
To those that fear His name, 
Is such as tender parents feel; 
He knows our feeble frame. 


acquainted with the Lutheran church. In other loce 
we find many people coming from the south, wher 
Baptists have been entrenched f or many years. L 
anism is rather foreign to them and they seek their 
denomination. 


But all in all the doors are wide open for new) 
sions in the west. We repeat, we sincerely hope and| 
that we shall receive sufficient financial means s 
we may start another new mission in the near fv 


We know that there are different denominations 
sects all over our country, but it seems that on th 
coast we have them in greater numbers. It is still 
where many people in our communities are newc 
and they have come with or without religion to li 
our midst. Somehow, we are more aware of the | 
varieties. Let me take Fresno where the unders 
lives. Each clergyman receives free time on one 0 
television stations. One day a Lutheran pastor 
speak. The next day a Buddhist priest will speak, t. 
representative of the Mormon church, then a Chr 
Science Reader, then a Roman Catholic priest, tl 
minister of the Religious Science, or from the Ass 
of God, or Adventist, or Christian Adventist or M 
dist etc. But listening from day to day we get a pi 
of the many different kinds of religious thought 
comes over TV to our homes. | 


However, in spite of the growth of various sect 
other denominations, the Lutheran Church has 
strides of progress in California and Oregon. We) 
and pray that we may be faithful to Christ anc 
church, and that we may ever be zealous for the 
tion of souls. 


Our days are as the grass, 
Or like the morning flows 

If one sharp blast sweeps o’er 
field | 

It withers in an hour. : 
But Thy compassions, Lord, ; 
To endless years endure; 
And children’s children ever 
Thy words of promise sw 
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urch News from here and there 


an Is Last Protestant 
n Red China Prisons 


ungton, D.C.—The Rev. Paul J. 
isen of Baltimore, Md., is be- 
to be the only American Prot- 
missionary still imprisoned by 
mist China, according to a for- 
atement issued here by the State 
ment. 


young Lutheran missionary, who 
an held since March 1952, is one 
> American missionaries still in 
2 prisons, the State Department 
wced. The other eight are Ro- 
atholic priests. 


statement charged Communist 
‘with failing to live up to its a- 
‘nt at Geneva last September to 

19 American civilians, includ- 
missionaries. 


Dpugh, according to the agree- 
'“all U.S. citizens should have 
uit of Communist China long be- 
mis,” only five of the fourteen 
uaries, have so far actually left 


They included three Roman 
e priests and a Presbyterian 
sary couple. 


‘reports have been received on 
ase of eight more Roman Cath- 
sionaries and Mr. Mackensen, 
‘te Department asserted that “the 
ued holding of these U.S. cit- 
y the Communists is a viola- 
the agreed announcement for 
he United States must continue 
yest.” 


30-year-old Mr. Mackensen is 
‘ber of the American Lutheran 
but was called as a missionary 

United Lutheran Church in 
sa in 1946 and sailed for China 
ust, 1948. 


‘one year of study at the school 
ental Language and Culture in 
*, he went to Tsingtao even 
meanwhile, the Communists 
en over in China. 


#50, Mr. Mackensen asked per- 

to leave Red China, but his re- 
was refused. There were indi- 
he had been put under police 
sance, and on March 7, 1952, 
arrested—supposedly on trump- 
charges of espionage. 


s since written to his parents, 
v. and Mrs. Paul J. Mackensen 
imore, Md., informing them that 
“well and sound of body, mind 
aelite 


to get the missionary released 


have been made by his parents, the 
Foreign Missions Board of the ULCA, 
the Lutheran World Federation, the 
State Department and the United Na- 
tions, but so far none have brought 
results. 


Report Opposing LWF Membership 
Issued To Missouri Synod 


St. Louis, Mo.—Pastors and congre- 
gations of The Lutheran Church-Mis- 
souri Synod have received copies of a 
report recommending that the synod 
decline membership in the Lutheran 
World Federation. 


.The report lists five specific areas 
in which the purposes and functions of 
the LWF, under its constitution, would 
“require violation” of Missouri’s con- 
fessional stand. 


In aiming “to bear united witness be- 
fore the world to the Gospel of Je- 
sus Christ as the power of God for 
salvation,” the LWF, according to the 
report, “is acting as only a church can 
act” and “is giving equal room and 
scope to orthodox and heterodox 
churches and their proclamation,” while 
“the ultimate question of truth or er- 
ror, of orthodoxy or heterodoxy is be- 
ing bypassed.” 


Another purpose of the LWF “to 
foster Lutheran participation in ecu- 
menical movements,” in the opinion of 
the committee “leaves unasked and un- 
answered the highly important ques- 
tion whether the ‘ecumenical move- 
ments’ are to be scrutinized as to their 
true ecumenicity or are merely a part 
of the present-day tendency toward 
mass-church formations on the basis 
of the least common confessional de- 
nominator.” 


Catholic Paper’s Sunday Closing 
Campaign Getting Results 


Newark, N.J. (RNS)—A campaign 
against Sunday shopping begun here 
in November by the Advocate, weekly 
newspaper of the Roman _ Catholic 
Archdiocese of Newark and the Dio- 
cese of Paterson, is producing results. 


Business associations and chambers 
of commerce have pledged support of 
the drive. In Trenton, Gov. Robert B. 
Meyner signed into law two bills pro- 
viding penalties for persons engaged 
in buying, selling or trading auto- 
mobiles on Sunday. 


And the Greater Paterson Chamber 
of Commerce asked the legislature to 
enact, as soon as possible, other laws 
prohibiting Sunday commercial activ- 


ities such as direct sales to consumers, 
opening of showrooms and taking of 
orders, including telephone orders. It 


asked that proper penalties be provided 
for violations. 


The Advocate campaign featured 
front-page editorials, articles and car- 
toons. In addition to business groups, 
the drive was taken up by Knights 
of Columbus councils and Holy Name 
societies, It also received the support 
of the Sunday League, a Protestant 
group with headquarters here. 


The Rev. Robert S. Womer, general 
secretary of the league, said: “It is 
time that the whole church awoke and 
spoke out regarding this vital matter.” 


Harry F. Saloman, president of the 
Jersey City Merchants Council, said: 
“Sunday openings defy conditions of 
the community, give certain merchants 
unfair advantages over others, are un- 
fair to labor, undermine health and 
subordinate decent living standards to 
an outrageous grab for extra profits.” 


Warns Against Dangers Of 
Impersonalized Economy 


New York (RNS)—A warning that 
technical excellence will profit us 
nothing “if in the process we lose the 
souls of the producers” was sounded 
here by a Roman Catholic economist. 


The Rev. John F. Cronin SS. of 
Washington, D.C., told the 14th annual 
meeting of the Catholic Economic As- 
sociation that “our economy should be 
oriented toward the individual and the 
family.” 


Father Cronin, assistant director of 
the Social Action Department, National 
Catholic Welfare Conference, said the 
aim of government in a pluralistic so- 
ciety is “the securing of maximum 
power for small economic units.” 


“Neither the state nor the impersonal 
forces of competition, nor even the ob- 
jective of maximization of physical 
output are considered primary in 
economic order,” he said. 


The priest warned that “trends 
toward impersonalization within our 
economy may, in the long run, des- 
troy the effectiveness of that economy.” 


“To encourage the development of a 
pluralistic economic structure,” he 
urged, “the government should stimu- 
late diversity so as to maximize the 
opportunity for individuals, families 
and related groups to function freely 
and effectively. 


“A second phase of government ac- 
tion could be the encouraging of or- 
ganization on the part of groups which, 
unorganized, do not have adequate 
economic power.” 


Protestant Situation In 
East Germany Worsens 


Berlin, Germany—Recent Communist 
government measures aimed at reduc- 
ing Christian influence in public life 
have again worsened. the situation of 
Protestants in the East Zone of Ger- 
many, according to Evangelischer 
Pressedienst, official news bulletin of 
the Evangelical Church of Germany. 


Protestant student groups in East 
German universities are no longer per- 
mitted to use class rooms or university 
halls for their meetings and are for- 
bidden to post bulletins, posters or 
even small notices on university bul- 
letin boards, said the report. 


Simultaneously, the government has 
increased pressure on church publica- 
tions, by various means including fre- 
quent confiscation of Sunday church 
papers, the Pressedienst said. 


East (German) youth are being subject- 
ed to an intensified, government-sup- 
ported campaign for participation in 
the ‘Communist-sponsored secular 
“youth dedication ceremonies” reject- 
ed by all Christian churches, the re- 
port claimed. 


It added that “Government author- 
ities try now and again to use the 
Protestant churches within its sphere 
of influence for the Communists’ po- 
litical ends.” 


For instance, said Pressedienst, the 
Deputy Premier of East Germany re- 
cently demanded that churches con- 
demn “propaganda of western agents 
and the acts of sabotage of western 
political groups.” 


Similarly, he urged the churches to 
condemn flight of people from the 
Soviet Zone to West Germany and 
support the Communist “Peace Move- 
ment,” the report said. 


Texas ‘Churches 
Selling Poll Taxes 


Beaumont, Tex.—Protestant church- 
es in this area are selling poll taxes 
to. guarantee the right of franchise 
to every eligible voter. 


Congregational committees canvass 
a church’s entire membership and see 
that every possible voter possesses a 
poll tax receipt or document certifying 
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his exemption from paying tax. 


Lack of such receipts or certificates 
has been a widespread! excuse by elec- 
tion officials for denying the vote to 
minority and other group members in 
the past. 


The churches engaged in selling the 
poll taxes are affiliated with the Jef- 
ferson County Committee for Civic 
Righteousness. 


Other Committee affiliates are the 
Women’s Christian Temperance Union 
and a number of civic and moral wel- 
fare organizations. 


The Rev. Paul Wallace of St. Paul’s 
Methodist church here is chairman of 
the Committee. 


Church Construction Reached 
Record $736,000,000 In 1955 


Washington, D.C.—Church construc- 
tion set a record of $736,000,000 in 1955, 
the Departments of Commerce and 
Labor estimated here. 


The previous high was $593,000,000 


in 1954. 
December building at $63,000,000 was 
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THE LIVING WORD 
By Luther A. Weigle 


When “prevent” means “precede” 

The word “prevent” is used fifteen 
times in the King James Version of 
the Old Testament and twice in the 
New Testament, but always in the 
now obsolete sense of go before, an- 
ticipate, or precede (a meaning im- 
mediately derived from the Latin prae 
before plus venire to come). When the 
Psalmist says (119.147), “I prevented 
the dawning of the morning,’ the 
present-day reader of the King James 
Version is mystified. He may then con- 
sult the Revised Version of 1901, where 
he will read, “I anticipated the dawn- 
ing of the morning”’—by which he will 
probably .understand that the writer 
eagerly looked forward to the dawn. 
The Revised Standard Version express- 
es the meaning of the Hebrew clearly, 
“T rise before dawn.” This is a part 
of the description of the devotional 
habits of a pious Hebrew who rises 
before the dawn to begin the day with 
meditation and prayer. In the follow- 
ing verse 148, “Mine eyes prevent the 
night watches” is now translated “My 
eyes are awake ibefore the watches of 
the night.” 


When Peter came to Jesus to report 
that they were asked to pay the half- 
shekel tax, (Matthew 17:25), the King 
James Version says that Jesus “pre- 
vented him.” That does not mean that 
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the highest on record for that m 
It compared with $57,000,000 in De 
ber, 1954. 


Non-public schools and colleges e 
ed $499,000,000 worth of new buik 
during the year. While this fell : 
of the $529,000,000 record establi 
in 1954, it was the second best ye: 
history. : 

More than one billion dollar. 
buildings have thus been added tc 
nation’s educational plant in the 
two years by private schools, mo: 
which are church-affiliated. 


Private hospitals and institution; 
the care of orphans and the aged 
$351,000,000 for new buildings in | 
topping the mark for 1954 by $14: 
000. Most of these institutions als 
church-related. 


Social and recreational constru 
by religious, fraternal and non-p 
organizations totaled $239,000,000 
ing the year, compared with $228 
000 in 1954. 

During 1955 new construction ¢ 
types reached the all-time hig 
$42,250,000,000. 


j 


he kept Peter from speaking; it n 
simply that Jesus spoke to him | 
When Paul tells the Thessalor 
anxious to know what will happi 
the last great day, that “we v 
are alive and remain unto the co 
of the Lord shall not prevent 
which are asleep” (1 Thessalonian 
KJ), he is not thinking of a po 
attempt to keep the dead in their t 
he is saying simply that those 
are alive will not precede the dei 
the triumphant meeting with the | 


In the other cases the Revised S 
ard Version replaces “prevent” 
“meet” (Psalm 21:3; 59:10; Isaiah 3 
Amos 9:10), “come to meet” (Job. 4 
Psalm 79:8), “Come before” (H 
88:13), “come upon’ (2 Samuel { 
Psalm 18:18), “confront” (2 Sa 
22:6; Psalm 18:5), “receive” (Job { 
“has given to” (Job 41:11). The He 
word thus translated is: qadam) 
basic idea of which is to come ¢ 
in front or beforehand. The appi 
ate English word therefore depend 
on the context. The King James’ 
sion translated qadam, in eleven | 
instances, by “meet,” “come be 
“go before,” “disappoint,” and “be: 
I will send a list of these inst 
with chapter and verse number 
any one who requests’ it. 

Luther A. ¥ 
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Jur Foreign Mission Fields 


tes from Sudan: Pastor Ezra 
wre is the African pastor for 
arge congregation in Lamurde. 
year the congregation has built 
ge new church with a metal 
Plans are in progress for the 
anent establishment of a semi- 
for African pastors in La- 
le. 
e church in Numan is filled 
y Sunday. Its capacity is about 
reople. 
= Mohammedans are the arch- 
ies of the Christian faith. 
ever, in tribes where strong 
‘tian congregations function 
“Miohammedans exert very little 
ence. Many Mohammedan par- 
>refer to send their children to 
‘tian schools rather than to 
.mmedan schools. 


‘AKO STATES HER FAITH 
esus of Nazareth is the Son of 
ho revealed God. He visited 
rorld, above all, as the Redeem- 
our sins and to preach the 
=] for the purpose of the reali- 
1 of the Kingdom of God. 
annot forget Jesus who lov- 
forgave every sinner who 
‘to Him with piety and faith in 
and said to the sinner, ‘Son, thy 
ire forgiven.’ For this I clearly 
ve that Jesus is the Saviour. 
owever I wish to write more 
Jesus. I clearly recall to my 
the Bible verse which says 
bon of man must suffer many 
s, and be rejected by the el- 
and the chief priests, and the 
ws, and be killed and after 
days rise again.’ Jesus as the 
if God took a human form and 
ot only suffered for our sakes 
He had to walk the way of 
. When I think of this, I be- 
[Him as the Messiah. Because 
5 love, my heart has been res- 
sed. My heart is born again by 
fe of suffering. But I wonder 
;is all. 
wish to write the following 
j’esus loves us, and this Jesus 
} trembling in fear of death, 
perspiring drops of blood, 


prayed saying ‘Father if Thou be 
willing, remove this cup from me.’ 
(But at the same time, even while 
He suffered, He said ‘nevertheless 
not my will, but Thine be done.’ In 
this prayer I can see His attitude 
toward God. And I cannot help but 
think that it was Jesus that teaches 
us this attitude. Thus He was cruci- 
fied but He said ‘Father, forgive 
them for they know not what they 
do.’ To know this, helps me to be- 
lieve that Jesus is the Son of God 
and truly loves us. 

“Sin—the sin which has built a 
nest in our hearts—we can do noth- 
ing about it ourselves. It is only 
when we look up to the Cross of 
Jesus, we can be forgiven. For the 
above reasons, Jesus is precious to 


”? 


me. 


CHRISTMAS IN BOYACA 
By Arnfeld C. Morck 

To Colombians “Noche Buena” 
(Christmas Eve) is practically an 
all-night affair. The fire works, 
which have been popping sporadi- 
cally since December 8 (Day of the 
Virgin’s “immaculate conception”, 
break into a roaring crescendo at 
midnight of “Noche Buena” defying 
any thought of the “Silent Night.” 
The re-echoing sky is aglow with 
sputtering colors, a truly beautiful 
sight—for the deaf! 

It seems that Evangelicals here 
have capitalized on Christmas Eve 
as a special night for programs of 
the Sunday School and church 
rather than trying to make it a fam- 
ily night as is our Scandinavian 
custom. Programs, hours long, with 
dramas, recitations and singing, fol- 
lowed by treats or refreshments, 
are the order of the day and for 
Evangelical Christians happily take 
the place of the drunkenness and 
debauchery all too common on this 
Holy Night. 

It was our privilege to accept 
the invitation of our Lutheran 
congregation in Tunja (capital of 
Boyaca) to help them celebrate 
Christmas. Belva Nerlien and Oc- 
tavio Lopez have done fine work 


Edited by Rev. K. R. Jensen 
Viborg, South Dakota 


there and are undoubtedly also 
reaping some of the fruits born now 
from many years of patient sowing 
by others in that city. The closing 
program of the Vacation Bible 
School on Dec. 21 drew an attend- 
ance of more than one hundred 
people (probably an all-time rec- 
ord for Tunja). About seventy- 
five came out on Christmas Eve 
for the program presented by the 
young people, the greater part of 
whom remained for the midnight 
service and for the farewell party in 
honor of the Lopez family. This 
lasted until 3:00 am. The Lopez 
family will soon leave for Argen- 
tina where Evangelist Lopez is to 
start his seminary training. There 
was no lack of the usual flowery 
discourses which the Latins are so 
expert at giving on such occasions. 
We were especially impressed by 
the words of two students whose 
talks certainly contained more than 
“flowers.” They were straight-for- 
ward testimonies of the change 
which God has brought about in 
their lives since they came to know 
the Gospel. In spite of the late hour 
of this meeting there was a good 
attendance at the service Christmas 
Day when Holy Communion was 
administered. 

Mission ‘business took us to Soga- 
moso the next day where Mr. and 
Mrs. Juan Montoya were very 
much encouraged by the Christmas 
program and services, the attend- 
ance at which proved their apart- 
ment far too small. The Montoyas 
started work’ in Sogamoso ten 
months ago with a small boarding 
school for boys from the Plains 
area where Protestant schools are 
proscribed by Colombia’s concor- 
dat with the Vatican. 

In the gratifying response of lo- 
cal people to the Bible studies and 
services we can see the promise of a 
vigorous new congregation in’ So- 
gamoso and also the urgent need of 
building on the lot which we re- 
cently purchased in this strategic 
city. ‘But there are no funds for 
this purpose. Will YOU help? 
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From Rome to Palestine 


Dr. Henry F. Schuh, president of the American Lu- 
theran Church, and Dr. George S. Schultz, Stewardship 
Director, are at present on a tour to India, because of 
the 250th anniversary of the Lutheran Mission there. At 


the last Joint Union Committee meeting at Chicago, 
they promised to mail us some of their impressions. 
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Here are the first two letters. 


Rome, December 8, 1955: Like thousands of other 
“tourists,” we have taken in the sights of Rome. We 
stood in the incomparable St. Peter’s Basilica in Vatican 
City, where 50,000 people have stood at one time; we 
climbed down into the catacombs and, candle in hand, 
groped our way among the tombs of Christian martyrs, 
popes, and plain, ordinary people; we stood in the ruins 
of the Roman Forum, the Colosseum, the Circus Max- 
imus, where Christians were once martyred; we looked 
at the three fountains, which tradition says sprang up 
at the very spot where St. Paul’s head hit the ground 
when he was beheaded. (The fact that the fountains 
are 25 feet apart makes the tradition a little incredulous 
to logical, American minds.) 


We have seen what remains of a once glorious Rome 
and what are still the most glamorous jewels of the 
Roman Church. 


But unlike “tourists,” we went off the beaten path to 
search out the Lutheran church of Rome. Our guide had 
told us that Rome has over 500 Roman Catholic church- 
es and 48 other churches. One of the others is Lutheran. 

Perhaps, we thought, we should have looked at the 
Lutheran church first to avoid a great letdown that 
must surely come after leaving the granite-pillared, 
jewel-bedecked, mosaic-lined Catholic churches. But 
our first glance of the exterior of Chiesa Cristiana 
Evang. Luterana gave us no cause to apologize. Like 
other churches in Rome, its exterior is stone, with three 
tall towers on a surprisingly large church. Our greatest 
surprise came from the interior. The walls are granite. 
The ceiling, formed of Gothic arches, is a solid mosaic, 
The altar and the pulpit are beautifully carved granite; 
the baptismal font is an original carving by Thorwald- 
sen. 


This church was built by the Lutheran Church of 
Germany in 1911, 21 years after the congregation was 
organized and 41 years after the first Lutheran services 
in German were held in Rome. About two-fifths of the 
cost of operation of this church comes from the Luther- 


an World Federation and indirectly from your Lutl 
an World Action gifts. 


By American standards its problem is not size. Ux 
the able leadership of Pastor Otto Hessing, of the FE 
noverian Church, the congregation has doubled its m 
bership and trebled its stewardship in three years. 
now has 430 members and 101 Sunday school pupil 


Who are these people? Only 30 per cent of them 
side permanently in Italy, 50 per cent being here 
German visas, 10 per cent on Swiss or Austrian vi 
and 10 per cent from other parts of the world. And t 
are mostly professional people—consular officials, tes 
ers in the art institute and archaeological instit 
nurses, doctors, and a few merchants. There are a n 
ber of wives of Italians in the congregation. 


There is also a group of Kaiserswerth deaconesse: 
Rome, numbering seven sisters. One is the congregati 
al sister, who assists Pastor Hessing, and the otl 
work in the clinic and hospital maintained by the or 
This is but one of eight Lutheran churches in It 
though from these eight cities preaching services | 
held in 24 places, but in one only once a year. 


In starting these churches the German church dia] 
have in mind the creation of an Italian Lutheran Chi 
—rather the maintenance of the church among the ( 
man Lutherans in Italy. That is where the Luthe 
World Federation enters the picture. Its interest i 
expand this little church into a Lutheran Churck 
Italy, serving Italians as well as Germans. In that } 
Lutheran World Federation money is being spent. / 
first step one Italian man is now preparing for the | 
theran ministry. 


From this small beginning it is hoped that, strengt! 
ed by the Lutheran World Federation, this foothol 
Lutheranism can become a veritable standing fy 
where the Lutheran Church, in the very shadows of| 
man Catholicism, can stand firm and strong as a t 
mony to the power and the truth of the Word—alon 
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“Holy Land” is one of the surest places on earth 
Hatter one’s fondest imaginations. Who has not read 
ure, both Old and New Testament, without dream- 


ddenly face places and scenes which have lived 
y in the imagination is both thrilling and disil- 


ed to Athens and stood on Mars Hill, thinking of 
paul as he preached his sermon about the “Unknown 
r’? and we looked at the Agora, the market place, 
He ruins are being unearthed by continuing exca- 
ms, and thought of how the Gospel spread because, 
ie translator puts it, “The people gossiped about it 
pe marketplace;” then to Lebanon, from which the 
timbers came to build the temple, though we saw 
_ single cedar on our route; then to Damascus, to 
up the street called Straight, where Paul, blind 
his encounter with God on the road, was found by 
lias, at whose home we also paid a visit; then we 
ed the road from Damascus to Jerusalem, glimps- 
from a distance the sea of Galilee (not daring to 
pach it since it is Israeli-held territory, and one 
mot go back and forth between Israel and Jordan); 
hing at the Jordan River at the site at which Jesus 
baptized; then passing through Jericho remember- 
1ow the walls once came tumbling down; climbing 
iteady 24 miles to Jerusalem and recalling the par- 
»of the man going “down” from Jerusalem to Jeri- 
monly to fall among thieves and be assisted by the 
_Samaritan; passing through Bethany amidst lovely 
shts of Mary and Martha and Lazarus; looking 
» the Mount of Olives and driving not 10 feet from 
arden of Gethsemane, past the great walls of Jer- 
up to the Damascus gate—but it was night and 
copped at our hotel outside the walls. 


ken the “shattering of ideals” began. Against the 
round of these memories, we were reminded that 
60 yards from our hotel was a barbed-wire fence; 
- eross it we may be shot, for the border between 
l and Jordan is tensed, and soldiers with deadly 
pons are poised. 


sat brought us abruptly from the past to the present, 
history to reality. 
| 


you imagine the verdure of the Judean Hills 
se sheep graze contentedly and shepherds loll on the 
a turf? We have seen no more barren place on earth 
‘the plains around Bethlehem, and goats fare much 
w than sheep for tufts of green are hard to find? Do 
picture a secluded, bleak hill on the country side 
marks the spot called Golgotha where the Savior’s 
stood? Well, we found it in the very center of the 
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THE “HOLY LAND” 


city, marked by three churches—Roman Catholic, Greek 
Orthodox, and Moslem—and if you look closely through 
a glass you can see what you are told is the stone a- 
gainst which the cross was leaned. Do you imagine the 
remnant of the great temple? You can see the “temple 
area” but at its center stands a great Moslem Mosque, 
second in importance only to the one in Mecca. Do you 
expect frenzied preparations for Christmas (just 10 
days after the date of this writing) with decorations 
adorning the shops, the streets, the homes? You forget 
that 90% of the population of Jerusalem is Mohammedan 
—they have no Christmas. Do you picture peaceful peo- 
ple, living after the Prince of Peace? Not 20 miles from 
where we travelled 100 Jewish troops and 25 Jordan 
soldiers were killed on the shores of the Sea of Galilee 
as we travelled by two days ago—you probably read it in 
your papers. Do you think of the people of the Holy 
Land as being a happy and contented lot? 


ARAB REFUGEES 


Friend, ancient history and modern history are two dif- 
ferent things. There are 903,000 Palestinian refugees in 
Jordan, Syria and Lebanon, nearly half a million in Jor- 
dan alone. They live in indescribable poverty—a “stable” 
would be excellent compared with the tents and mud 
huts they live in now, their clothes come from America 
—we saw them distributed. Their food comes from A- 
merica—we saw the Lutheran World Federation giving 
two kilos (four pounds) of flour and 250 grams of but- 
ter to each member of the 3,100 poorest families of Jer- 
usalem. (The distribution took place in an enclosure 
under the Golden Gate in the temple area by special 
permission of the Moslem authorities!) 


Disease is rampant, not held in bounds but at least 
checked for the most needy by the five free medical 
clinics maintained in Jordan largely by your Lutheran 
World Action gifts. : 


Our stay in this country has been made profitable by 
the assistance of Mr. Chris Christiansen, a Dane, and 
LWF’s representative for all the relief work in Jordan 
and Syria. Under his direction we looked at refugee 
camps—one with 69,000 inhabitants living, literally, in 
the mud, at clothing centers, food centers, the Augusta 
Victoria Hospital with 385 beds—largest in Jordan— 
administered by the Lutherans and maintained largely 
by UNRA funds. Today we visited medical clinics with 
Dr. George Farah, a Christian Arab in charge of all our 
Clinical work in Jordan. We learned that in 1954, our 
five medical clinics treated 115,298 patients, 30,000 of 
them Christians and 85,000 of them Moslems. 51% of 
them were children. 


Though some of these things we saw only 8 hours ago, 
by the miracle of modern transportation we are already 
(Continued on page 13) 
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Bible Characters 


FIVE OF THE MOST DISAPPOINTING 


By Edward Eskildsen 


THE MAN WHO HATED HIS SUCCESS (Jonah) 


One of the most successful preachers who ever lived 
was Jonah. God had given him one of the most danger- 
ous preaching assignments a prophet ever had, preach- 
ing in the capital city of the most powerful empire of 
the time, whose kings were noted for their cruelty. 
Nineveh was a name which could well fill the heart of 
man with terror and loathing. Its army was the most 
destructive military machine yet known to man. In its 
fearsome march it had leveled whole cities—the art of 
its tortures were so frightening that all opposition melt- 
ed. 


To this city Jonah was called to preach. His preach- 
ing was a complete success. 


At first Jonah refused to go. It was not because he 
was afraid. He despised the Ninevites; the thought of 
preaching to them filled him with loathing. Instead he 
went down to Joppa and bought passage on a ship to 
Tarshish in order to get as far as possible from his hate- 
ful task. 


But God’s will could not be defied. A great storm 
arose. Jonah was awakened from his sleep in the inner 
part of the ship to see that lots, which were cast to find 
the cause of danger, had fallen on him. “What shall we 
do to you, that the sea may quiet down for us?” There 
was only one solution; “Throw me into the sea.” With 
great reluctance the men cast him overboard, and he 
was swallowed by a great fish. 


There in the belly of the fish, in the deepest misery, at 
last, he humbled himself. He cried, “O Lord my God,” 
and prayed for mercy and forgiveness. God was moved 
to compassion and caused the fish to vomit Jonah out 
upon dry land. 


Surely now Jonah must have learned his lesson. To 
be sure he obeyed God and went immediately to Nin- 
eveh. What a joy it must have been to have such a won- 
derful response! The people in the streets of Nineveh 
repented immediately when they heard the word of 
God. Even the king rose from his throne, removed his 
robe, covered himself with sackcloth and sat in ashes. 
How many prophets had not prayed that such an event 
should take place in Jerusalem. Such a remarkable re- 
sponse has rarely been heard of since. Truly God had 
blessed the ministry of Jonah! 
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John W. Nielsen, Edit 


eee eedeedeeteeteeteed needling 


I 
Jonah’s behavior at thie moment of triumph is a r 
shock. He was exceedingly displeased and went out i 
the country to sulk. He reproached God, “This is wh 
fled to Tarshish; I knew you were merciful and wo 
spare the people when they repented. O Lord, take 
life, for it is better that I die.” God caused a plant 
grow over him to shield him from the hot sun. The ne 
day the plant was destroyed by a worm. This m 
Jonah even more bitter. Then God reasoned with h 
“You have pity on a plant which you did not ma 
Should I not pity Nineveh, a city in which there 
more than 120 thousand people who do not know 
right, hand from their left?” Jonah’s answer is not | 
corded. After all that had happened to him, even 
the success of his preaching, he still refused to learn 
love of God. He still thought he knew better than 
Lord. Truly he is one of the most disappointing char 
ters in the Bible! : 


Little Streams and Mighty Riv 


Last week we looked at Bible hills and mounta 
this week it will be streams and rivers. Can you 1 
scramble the following? The clues below them will h 
you. 


1. Sonhip 4. Nonar 
Ignoh 5. Hitcerh 
Dilhdeek 6. Rarppah 
Tuerpahse Naaba 

2. Bojkab 7. Adjnor 

3. Lien 8. Nikdro 


| 
1. These four rivers flowed from the Garden of Edi 


(Genesis 2:10 ff.) | 


2. At this brook Jacob wrestled with the angel. G 
esis 32:22) 


3. In this river the boy babies of Israel were to 
drowned. (Exodus 1:22) 


4. Moab was located on this river. (Numbers 22:36) 


5. At this brook Elijah took refuge during the first p 
of the drought. (1 Kings 17:3) 


6. These are the rivers of Damascus that Naar 
thought better than the Jordan. (2 Kings 5:12) 


~J 


. In this river John baptized Jesus. (Mark 1:9) 


ioe) 


. Over this brook Jesus passed on His way to Ge 
semane. (John 18:1) 
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Symbols of the Church 


BUTTERFLY AS A CHRISTIAN SYMBOL 
By Norman Freund 

The butterfly serves 
as one of the most im- 
pressive symbols de- 
picting the three stages 
in the Christian life. 
The larval or worm 
stage compares to the 
lowly, mortal life of 
man upon earth. When 
the first stage of life 
is completed the but- 
terfly enters into a 
stage of inactivity in 
which it is sealed in a 
cocoon. Likewise man, 
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when his mortal life is complete, enters an inactive 
state and is sealed in the grave. In the fullness of time 
the butterfly will emerge from its cocoon and soar off 
into the heavens, clothed in a beautiful new body. This 
final stage of the Christian life is also the glorious stage. 
When he is called from his grave on the day of Resur- 
rection, the Christian will be taken up into Heaven in 
glory. 


The Greek letters IC stand for the first and last let- 
ters of the word Jesus (IHCOYC), and the XC stand 
for the first and last letters of the word Christ (XPIC- 
TOC). It is fitting that these letters are placed over the 
butterfly as it is through life, death and ressurection of 
Jesus Christ that the Christian participates in these 
three stages of life. 


(This week’s sketch is written by Norman Freund. 
a junior seminarian from Fremont, Nebraska.—Kditor.) 


e e 
Suggestions for Faith and Life 
er for Young Christians (112 pp.)—Gene W. 
erry—The Warner Press, Anderson, Indiana 
th, $1.50; paper, 75 cents). 
tis readable little book, written, as its title indicates, 
dividuals new in the Christian faith, is interesting 
mot wholly acceptable to one standing in the Evan- 
fal Lutheran tradition. 
se author attempts to briefly summarize what for 
are the essentials of Christian faith and life. In 
ining, however, he treats great Christian doctrines 
Sing a little too neatly defined and easily grasped 
splaces an undue emphasis upon the human role— 
“young Christian’s’ commitment to God—while 
“ing the divine iniative—God’s sacramental ap- 
h to man, even the little child, in baptism. This 
fist emphasis, quite naturally, colors the entire work. 
the chapters devoted to the practical aspects of 
Lstian life there is much that is helpful and chal- 
tng. Here the book confronts the reader with real 
inften neglected aspects of Christian life such as vo- 
m, devotion, stewardship, and worship. Because of 
asic emphasis the book serves as a spur to drive one 
greater service and dedication. One almost won- 
whether the book could not have been equally 
“named, “Primer” for Old Christians! 
e following chapter headings pretty well indicate 
»00k’s contents: “Man, Who Is He?” “The Road You 
« Taken,” “The Doctrine of Assurance,” “Going on 
laturity,” “The Devotional Life,” “Coming Together 
hristians,” “Christian Vocation and Service,” “Ethics 
Whristian Behavior,” “The Claims of Stewardship,” 
essing and Evangelism,” “Great Christian Beliefs,” 
‘A Glossary of Words for the Christian.” 
lis book may be ordered through the Lutheran 


ishing House. J. W. N. 


On We Roll to the Sea 


We are the “Little Streams And Mighty Rivers” of 
this week’s quiz. 

1. Pishon, Gihon, Hiddekel, Euphrates, 2. Jabbok, 
3. Nile, 4. Arnon, 5. Cherith, 6. Pharpar, Abana, 7. Jor- 
dan, 8. Kidron. 


FOOD FOR THOUGHT 


We begin this week a collection of pithy sayings 
of Olfert Ricard culled from his writings by Svend 
Rehling, and translated by Einer Romer, Pastor at 
Avoca, Iowa. 


Olfert Ricard was the father of the modern Y. 
M. C. A. of Denmark and a noted pastor in Copen- 
hagen. His useful life came to a close in 1929, when 
he was but 56. The deep impression that he made 
on his own generation stands out as a shining ex- 
ample of beautiful and attractive Christian man- 
hood. His influence still goes on in the lives of peo- 
ple who knew him in person and in his extensive 
writings. 


It is on the way of obedience that a man meets 
his God. 


Clear thinking does not do it but a conscience 
that the Lord has laid hold of. 


The opposite of joy is not sorrow but sin. 


A reasonable person does not require a reason- 
able religion, for he assumes that there are deep 
things of God that he is unable to fathom. 

An earnest Christian is glad in earnest. 
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PIONEER SPIRIT 


I walked with you one snowy day, 
My boy, not long ago; 

I chose ruts others left for me— 
You flouted drifts, and) made with glee 
New footprints in the snow. 


I almost turned to call you back, 
But paused, as memories came 
Of younger, bolder, braver ways 
In distant, near-forgotten days, 
When I, too, did the same. 


I wonder if this life of mine 
Would have a richer glow, 
If I should leave the beaten way 
And venture forth to make someday 
New footprints in the snow! 
—Verna S. Teeuwissen in United 
Presbyterian. 


THE HILLS ARE STILL THERE 


She was a woman of wonderful faith. 
Often it had been severely assailed, 
but it remained firm. One day I said 
to her, “I wonder if back in your life 
somewhere there is not a record of the 
foundation of this faith—or the begin- 
ning of it?” And perhaps because I am 
an old and privileged friend, or per- 
haps because she knew I would under- 
stand she told me about it. 


“Tt was when I was a very young 
girl that there was a fire in our vil- 
lage. It was the home of one of my 
mother’s dearest friends that burned. 
She was a woman to whom my child- 
ish heart had deeply attached) itself, 
and her home had become almost a 
second home to me. I was heart-broken 
over her loss. I longed yet dreaded to 
go to her. When I went, the embers 
of the home were yet red. She was 
standing in the yard. She saw me com- 
ing and came to meet me. After a few 
moments, she turned away from the 
blackened ruins and faced the distant 
hills. I can hear her voice yet— ‘The 
hills are still there.’ It was alll she said, 
but it was the text of the mightiest 
sermon on faith I ever heard. All 
through my life that single sentence 
spoken out of the heart of loss and 
sadness has wrought itself into my life’s 
experiences. And always as I have look- 
ed on these unchanging features of the 
landscape have I been reminded of 
the Presence that abides with us un- 
changed through all the vicissitudes of 
life.” 


As she was speaking there flashed 
into my thought the words: 
“When the anchors that faith had cast 
Are dragging in the gale, 
I am quietly holding fast 
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BY THE FIRESIDE 


To the things that cannot fail.” 


Oftentimes the shadow lifting reveals 
a sky of blue of which we have little 
dreamed. We find that “what most 
seemed reproof was love most true.” 

When the material is swept away 
from us, looking away beyond the 
temporal may we see the eternal. “The 
hills are still there.’ And thus our 
hearts are comforted. — Source Not 
Known. 


TODAY AND TOMORROW 


I've shut the door on yesterday, 
Its sorrows and mistakes. 

I’ve locked within its gloomy walls 
Past failures and heartaches; 

And now I’ve thrown the key away 
To seek another room, 

And furnish it with hopes and smiles 
And every springtime bloom. 

No thought shall enter this abode 
That has a hint of pain, 

And every malice and distrust 
Shall never therein reign. 

I’ve shut the door on yesterday 
And thrown the key away. 

Tomorrow holds no doubt for me 
Since I have found today. 

—Author Unknown 


TRY YOUR LUCK 


Every man who holds a big job gets 
there through luck. All he has to do 
is cultivate a pleasing personality, make 
himself well-liked by others, sow seeds 
of kindness and good cheer wherever 
he jgoes, perform his work better than 
the “unlucky” man does, render the 
most and best service possible regard- 
less of the salary he is getting. Luck 
does the rest. —R. R. Magazine. 


GIVE US STRENGTH 


“Dear Master, in Whose life I see 

All that I long and fail to be; 

Let Thy clear light forever shine 

To shame and guide this life of mine. 


Though what I dream and what I do 

In my poor days are always two, 

Help me, oppressed by things undone, 

O Thou, Whose dreams and deeds were 
one.” 


Small child, lost in a large store, ac- 
costs an assistant with the question: 
“Have you seen a frantic mother? 
This is the first time she has lost me!” 


THE STRENGTH THAT CONQUERS 


Anyone who prepares to do good 
must not expect people to roll stones 
out of his way, but must accept his 


i 


lot calmly if they even roll a few mo 
upon it. A strength which becom 
clearer and stronger through its e 
perience of such obstacles, is the on 
strength that can conquer them. R 
sistance is only a waste of strength. 
Albert Schiweitzer 
(My Life and Thoughts.) 
A PRAYER FOR RIGHT RACE 
RELATIONSHIP 


‘Loving Father who has made ¢% 
men in Thine own likeness, and love 
all whom Thou hast made, suffer not t 
world to separate itself from Thee 1] 
building; barriers of race and colour. 

Thy son, our Saviour, was born of 
Hebrew mother, yet rejoiced in ¢. 
faith of a Syrian woman and of a R 
man soldier, welcomed the Greeks wl 
sought Him, and suffered an African | 
carry His Cross, so teach us rightly 
regard the members of all races 
fellow heirs to Thy Kingdom. 

We ask this in the name of Chr 
Jesus, the Prince of Peace.” | 


The archbishop had preached a fi 
sermon on married life and its bea 
ties. Two old Irishwomen coming 0 
of the church were heard commer 
ing on the address. | 

“Tis a fine sermon his Riveren 
would be after giving us,” said one. 
the other. 

“It is, indade,” was the quick rep! 
“and I wish I knew as little about t 
matter as he does.” | 


Actually, the so-called weaker s 
is the stronger sex because of t 


weakness of the stronger sex for ft 
weaker sex. 


HURRAH FOR PA! 


A little girl submitted the followi 
composition on “people” to her teache 

“People are composed of girls ai 
boys, also men and women. Boys a 
no good at all until they grow up ai 
get married. Men who don’t get me 
ried. are no good either. They wa 
everything they see except soap. J 
ma is a woman, and my pa is a mé 
A woman is a grown up girl wi 
children. My pa is such a nice m 
that I think he must have been 
girl when he was a _ boy.”—Hoar 
Dairyman. 


Politician (opening a campaign 
bate): “This will be a battle 
brains.” 

Rival: “How brave of you to fig 
unarmed.” 


‘uary 30, 1956 


THE “HOLY LAND” 
(Continued from page 9) 


jremoved from them. But as we sit in a comfortable 
el in Cairo, Egypt, we can’t help feel that if the 
istmas star which will shine over Bethlehem in an- 
yer few days is to be seen by those close to it, it will 
mseen as reflected light from your lives and ours. 
thout all of us, Bethlehem would be a dark place in 
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(Special note to Mrs. Schultz, and there might be 


thousands like her: Remember those half worn boots 
and galoshes the children have outgrown—we wondered 
what to do with them before I left? If you still can, get 
them in the clothing drive. I go to sleep with visions of 
children like ours except that they have no shoes, no 
socks, walking barefooted in ankle-deep mud in a cold 
enough rain to have given me a terrible cold—children 
just like ours except ours had the good fortune of being 


born in America and not Palestine—George) 


sd Lady (at edge of crowd gath- 
outside church): “What happen- 


tere?” 


oung Scamp: “A policeman went 
he church and brought the bride 


° 


wd Lady: “Oh, my! What had she 


a??? 
aif 


oung Scamp: “Married the police- 
” 


‘BOOKBINDING WANTED 


Special arrangements have 
made it possible for us to have a 
limited amount of custom bind- 

done promptly and at at- 
active prices. 

If you have valued books that 
eed rebinding or repairs, please 

ite to: 

Mr. Otto H. Stave, Manager 
Lutheran Publishing House 
Blair, Nebraska 


Peuinti 
Sraumting 

MAll types of printing for your 
church or yourself. 


Done at reasonable prices. 


HPatronize YOUR OWN Publish- 
ling House for your printing needs. 


We are here to serve YOU and 
OUR CHURCHES 


* * * 


LUTHERAN 
PUBLISHING HOUSE 


200 South Fifth St. Blair, Nebr. 


Cook wanted for Lutheran institu- 
tion. May live in. Mail applications to 
Sr. Maurine Lindahl, 34th and Fowler, 
Omaha, Nebraska. 


GUYER AND HANSEN 
LOANS 
INSURANCE — REAL ESTATE 


Successor to N. T. Lund Co. 
Blair, Nebraska 


H. Lyle Guyer P. V. Hansen 


SDP PPP PP PPP ppp ppp 


Good Shepherd Lutheran Home Annuities 


AN ANNUITY IS A LEGAL AGREEMENT in which the GOOD 
SHEPHERD HOME ASSOCIATION binds itself to pay to the 
annuitant a specified annual rate of interest for the lifetime of the 
annuitant (one or two persons), IN RETURN FOR A GIFT TO 
THE GOOD SHEPHERD HOME. 


FIVE ADVANTAGES OF THE ANNUITY 
(1) They are permanent—never need to be re-invested—never 
lose their value—yield a steady, dependable income; 


(2) They are convenient—payments are sent out regularly and 
promptly, the check being delivered by the postman to the address 
of the annuitant; 


(3) They are attractive—the payment is, on the average, larger 
than that obtained from other conservative investments; 


(4) Freedom from worry—no worries about the care of prop- 
erty, or the variations in earnings, as in other investments— no 
commissions, fees or charges to pay. 


(5) Your investment in our annuity contracts is a support of 
Christian charity. 


WHY NOT FIND OUT ABOUT IT? 


FADIA AD AAA AIA IAIII SILI ILIA ILIA IA IA IA II III 


Address: Supt. J. P. Nielsen, Blair, Nebraska 
HI HI_IIIIIIAIIIIII IIIA IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIGIGI HSC 
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Chil- E 
ACKNOWLEDGMENTS Total dren’s School General Home Indian Utah 58 


Received Homes Fund Fund Mission Mission Mission F 


Total Synodical Budget $275,202.00, Fa (eeateecceerecodd 23229.00|87030.00/29940.00/61546.00 71800.00|1542.00|641 
Previously Raneeledecd PS eR ROR Rs 8 v...1139984.76]|14299.49]42744.57|11864.39|32991.23|5 430). 2:5) 983.26|316 
Widupaica.e Wis:,0 “Erini ty eebrat hae Chwcis cree ceanecnte eae aorta eee meeetneee 250.001 150.00) 150.00) .........22.] cee eee 
Denver, Colo... Minst) Béethanys Hive sluuther Chie ete. sescticess-opeectacerstteetere eetcaite . 0: 100.00 100.00) 100.00) ............].. ne 
Oyens, Ia., Gethsemane Luth. Church in memory of Thorvald Kloster .... é 
Milltowkn, Wis., Milltown Luth. S. S. Christmas offering ...............::ccccceee 50: 52.510] ae 
Blair, Nebr., Mr. and Mrs. Harold Schjodt in memory of Mrs. Mary Bon- } ! 

de, Underwood, Ia., and Laura Iversen, Glenwood, Ia. ..............:cceeeceee es 
Isiehic, “Ie, Ibe Iii, Clenbhe el ceecesssceneannceeerccés ‘ 


2:5:0..O10N) Teseracccese||tenece ite 


Audubon, Ia., Our Savior’s Luth. Church ........ 
Minneapolis, Minn., Luth. Bible Institute for Rev. 
Kimballton, Ia., Bethan Ladies Aid for Elim Home 
Milltown, Wis., Milltown Luth. Church «............0..ccc0 
Flaxton, N. D., United Luth. S. S. Christmas offering .......... : 
Sidney, Mont., Chris Jorgensen in memory of Mrs. Nels Bach ................0. LONGI earner OID] cies. nsasteses | eee enemies a 
Cordova, Nebr., Ladies Aid of Our Savior’s Luth. ‘Church in memory of|..............:./] ....... oe wall Sob aetee cess¥s [poaauvetec tee as ll eee cetae [tae aren 
Mrs.) Henry Jessen, sGenterydllle, Sita i ie aaccteercerh cscvvsms sett ees cece sweentesisdecesereln a z , ' 
Eugene, Ore., Emmaus Ladies Aid in memory of Christian Anderson . : 
Milltown, Wis., Milltown Busy Bees in memory of Mrs. Hohenwald . ; 
Hresno: «Calife sBethel Shath = Chichi tiecstecerctosdessse Seco tees vaca andes oon eee item tee eaaaeee 
Fresno, ae Bethel Luth. S. S., Christmas offering $20, Thanks offer- 
LTS DS Di DOOM eave eee ec gen sare Ree eae es soe cee cca it aaaues : 
Cordova, Nebr., Our Savior’s Luth. Church .... : 
Sang UES Wpohkeol ony AP Ha TOM eh OM, Set coqc-eocepenoosdoncoecocncondeocus 


20:0. 010)) > FL 010):0105] "> TOO 1010t errr eeewe ss etetpe sete 


25.010) .. 
50.00 75.010) .. 


Green Bay, Wis., Mrs. Lorraine Peckham of Bethel Church ....................... 40.001)... es2'| soe. oses2t)| 
Marcus~tanuNazareth. uth Sas. forthe bik» Hor Elomer offering (ates. alill-eaaien || sctemesetesa| leatete steer in temeeaneeaeee seu Ragiensslfl eee ndson Seen a | 
LCN alien Kine deh S Iua Nog cOy=9 b 1h ag ley ata ean de teat ei Se RE Re Pee ari Caan e ASEm A ee RR AREA iGO S500)! © QOD) wo cieeh nif Sactivec onc anilheeesyent en tat eee eaten 
Norwalk, Calif., Trinity Luth. Church San 246.501), 5.0! O10i| «sneer earch | aecconetetaat | 
SCRAMLOn we La eh neces ith ms Carel se nearer coe eie Mini ane eesce ments ees oatatia ae 200.010) 502010] sreses. col onsen 
Ferndale, Calif., the Dorcas Society of Our Savior’s Luth. Church ............ 14.64 14.64 See | . | 
Westby, Mont., Daneville S. S. Christmas offering and Birthday Bank .... 33.6641] S864) cccuccccscttesll aestesccestece|| wamonemeanavalll a seme nee teeme aan ann 
Eugene, Ore., Elsie and Louise Elgaard in memory of Sam Sorensen, Eim-| ................ Will scaweuse onvaea| gegeteseeaawelll maelenseopevte || Mecethes ceeeeal | ceeeeteaee | eee rc |! 
TASS CUM 8 Pees hess hoses cet cntnou easly cabled ead au sec svel oon MAGI ANG ealvDesdeltone suektncameesnamte tame ri 10..00|| .... 1.0.00), .<..3..200.] cee 
Denmark, Wis., Mr. and Mrs. Wm. R. Petersen in memory of August) ................ Heese sisgnace neues seeesedeae oo 
Hoffimamn, Greeny Bayi, & WASis us. cas.cc dooneestiles scasuce testes menas teeth cee sears am niomene ounce airs 2. Oi Nese ss.cascncoesll cose cdeeagedsei| sgeapers tec wellle: duseseseee eae [lines ceteee cee | teem aan | 
Robert Robertson’s, Rockfield, S. D., in memory of Lyman Swanson $1,] ................ UH) scavtaueadiva| a> onssedeveces|| hogtherscebantsl|| waceearetel et [ee emaelecse | eae nn 
INPIMEMIOLY | Otarlue VAT VOCS Olle D Aiuto natedticsscmstce. feeokeeetoome terete rccoece re coceecteenyeee ieee 3.010) 3.00) sso: ocsecs lee oeeen sa ee 
Hutchinson, Minn., Main Street Luth. Church Sed 5:00.00), 1:00:00]. 2. Gea di 
Greenville, Mich., the Friendly Mission Circle ...........ccceceeeeees th 15.50] 10:00) 5.50!) Sacre | Rc 
Westbrook, Me., Trinity S. S., offering at Christmas program .................. GOST GOT). ccc cade. edi Rete pecces coal tecanee <e seecu ll beeeeeeen ee en | eee 
Kenmare, N. D., Nazareth S. S., offering at Christmas program .............. LBOVTL | > ABOLTL) when ccet cell ctecexe cee rcal etree eens coon ie uc aeeeeeeeet eee 1 
Albert Lea, Minn., Mrs. Morten Hansen in memory of her husband and] _...............: Wel Beeecedweeten|) wounds Gewcasillt axbeaect <cde ll cuaecacanasele cell ere ace Se cee a 
LOTR CIALIS Tih. ae Soe ersy Race eee ese shce ee eae cee ee eT ee: ee | TOIOO | ceeseoseceeece|)  WOS OU) Riu e2 ey cil! cere cecce cll re cate | eee 
Fresno, Calif., Grace Luth. Church | 100.00 3:0. 00lee) 5 eee | 
Selma, Calif.. Pella Luth. Church ‘anes Ten Mtoe ne necaee me eee 10.0 :00 4:0. 0:0: ioe 3.0.00 oe | 
TOTAL ]147058.85||14902.38|45033.27|12840.89|34600.87|/5471.28] 983.26/332) 
Receipts to January 21, 1956, to “Forward with Christ” totalled $187,643.92. 
South ey) 
SPECIAL MISSIONS Total Japan Amer. Santal Sudan Jewish China L.W.A. Fo; 
Received Mission Mission Mission Mission Mission Mission Mig! 
Budgets: |20227.00/16000.00/10000.00]15000.00 | | | 
IPreviOUSlYy-giACkmO wilCD ed Care c aren cetengURee cate asieastenueaeatecactnaaeraescste verte ates ]83732.63||13928.18] 7941.23] 8867.81]12500.96] 438.24] 101.98/39235.43) 
Wiha, Vince, amhanhay T0abnem, “ClalbeOle) | coag ue sacpcornsconbesnoacseemon soucqonoccuecte HERO SISIIN |. seen cecnes | | | 130.505!) 2... 
83863.18]/13928.18 39365.98. 7 
Remittances to Luth. World Action since Jan. 1951 ........0. BOSCH 98 WM < ccs Roalhowccctecmwcae'| lees eeteeceet lligcenen eran Cee mere eieeee eae 
44497.20//13928.18 
Denver, /Colo., First Bethany Hv. Duthy Church 7.0. 0..i0 i. 1150/01) Pee teecne 
Westby, Mont., Mr. and Mrs. Lennert Hansen in memory of |............. eae 
Melvin. Jorgensen, North Luck, Wish 2222 iccticreececceteees 20.01 crcasccelbstencscote.| E2800) cdcce. ss |) Gcccsees [ere en | 
Pewaukee, Wis., Galilee Luth. S. S. for M. Tudu ...............08 | 40.62 aaa 
Hugenes Ore. Mrs and Mros-Wred)Ohisen! for -Parki= Juli; Sambal {ooo i es ||[eerecere tel eee cc come. ce seieee tell age gee et 
Mission in memory of Henry Aagaard, Elk Horn, fa. .......... BlO ON tcccucsecd teem! cD ORR. 25 | ose, 1) ie tna tae 
Audubon, Ia., Our Savior’s Luth. Church in memory of T. L. |.............. oo ae 
Andersen. = Selig a Calif. pin reenact eens eae 16.00 16.00] 4 
Rolfe, Ia., St. Paul’s Ladies for support of Dr. Mumsu ................ 400.00 ae 
Mal waukeewmeVVis.s |eineoe duit Chur chie ecreee cress ascenctereeeeceeatsceetceracsse | 16.00: "16.00 
Kenmare, N. D., Mrs. Andrew Lawson of Trinity Luth. Church 25.010! 25.00! 
Hinesn ow @alit, «sethele dort OnuUrchyer esse ata erent ceteenee te rete 6.47 6.47| a 
Brush, Colo., Mrs, Albert’ Westergaard in memory of Mrs. Nels | .............. ! a a 
Bach, Sidney, Mont., and Mrs. Nels Bentsen, Oakland, Calif. LLU) H eee eee | Meas (1 | Mee ce ee ee 
Elk Horn, Ja., Mr. and Mrs. Earl R. Christensen for Parkijuli | 10.00 Bp -_ bi Re Demiinietins ip a 
Mrs. J. J. Hansen in memory of her son Harry B. Hansen, for ].............. a heres r ee) | 
Panicijulie. — ee eee er ene ene ner mtar er eee BQO ectecccccsselesctSeccccticd|| ABAAOION eeleten caecell cee crest ek cles A on 
Salmonhurst, N. Be Canada, lydia adtes Aid xen. csssrveru 42.82 
Spencer. Ja, Bethany SRS 2 oni-.vaec decrease saa Weer daemaeteteh eee tat heat eencenad 8 OO eee ee 
Oakland, Calif., Esther and Ellen Saabye in memory of their | ..............]] ........-.... 
parents Mr. and Mrs. Peter Christemgen  ....:..2........ccccsecceseeeeens | (OS O10iIi| ee oe ; 50.100 
Oakland, Calif.. Mr. and Mrs. Axel Michelsen in memory of | .....0..../{ wu... a 
Mrs) Peters (Christensen i eecct ome tec eoorme cers oneree cota percent sionee SUI) Nedeeties cs Ale ee A ee Sa GS Shia ellie Sige 5.010) ae 
Oievhany, INS, Weriraeniel Wye Sh Se ceoncunscotcumsanachon nus ie sccccaonowonce 11.00 11.00 | ae 
Clinton, 7 Wis.; Pella, Sunday (School oi ves Seseee eeaschene inemetaareeeesaiee DA ral ile >. Garo a ee eM eae y iy A) cts wai @e- oir 
Hugene, Ore., Bethesda S. S. for support of a native pastor in ] ..............]] 0.00... Tene 
the™ Sudan’ Missions. ss osetia crates sntee cess erpu en aetene cata eles een cet oem ames 175 A0'0}li|| eee ere or 
Oaks, Okla. Miss miNana- “Niel sein he iis setca cc teem eetreN aceon ot tout 500 lee. 0 
Westbrook, Me., Tabitha Society of Trinity Luth. Church ............ | 115.001] 35.00 
Laurens, N. Y., St. Matthew’s Luth. Ladies Aid, Life Miember- | ...........:..]] .............. ; 
Ship gLOmaVirssns Bl zeubeth! AEGOth: Wacs.ccecen eee he ene tneeeaceemeee se LoPE SSI et cheaper ace ~ 
Denmark, Wis., Our Savior’s Sewing Circle, Life Membership | .............. Wing Seeederctire tee 
fore Miss lsthiex) dm Ohm SOn ..eanescste ts chiricssceee ear e eee 6271531 erecne tees 
Greenville, Mich.. Greenville W.M.S. in memory of Mrs. Sarah | ..............}| .....0.... | 
Fnness, mother of Mrs. Otto Rasmussen EE SRE re eet ee 5. Oi | 5.00) vtec ee J 
TOTAL }45495.28||13995.59| 8014.39] 9340.43/12735.38] 438.24] 101.98 “150.47| a 


* Audubon, Ia., in memory of T. L. Andersen, Selma, Calif. The words Mr. and Mrs. are omitted to save space. John Sortedah 
Jensen, Mrs. Mary Andersen, Einer Jensen, ‘Hdwin Andersen, Harlan, Ia., Leon Andersen, Dan Hecker, Leones d Jensen Raymond ee 
son, Vernon Jensen, Council Bluffs, Ia. $16.00 for Lutheran World Action. é : ! 
In a late issue of the papers there was a $20.00 gift to the Children’s Homes and a $19.95 gift t i t ! 
Church, Norma, N. D. It should have been Trinity Church, Kenmare, N. Dak., instead. + ag pane he AEE % 
There was a gift of $10.00 for the Japan Mission in memory of Rev. Anders Hansen and Rey. Inadomi fro anid | i 4 
Audubon, Ia. It should be Mr. and Mrs. Hans Chr. Hansen instead. : ies SO ae 
Fresno, Calif., Bethel Luth. Church for Dana Building Fund, $5.00. | 


Received with thanks. Blair, Nebr., Jan. 21, 1958, H. J. Hansen, Treas. 
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S AND NOTES 
(Continued from page 2) 


t on the border of Bhutan, In- 
n spite of the drouth conditions 
small crop, our Harvest Festival 
g amounted to $2,000.00. The 
ege was given to designate the 
for home use or for missions. 
half was designated for missions. 
s year the pastor proposed hav- 
O services on Christmas Day to 
| it more convenient for more 
e to attend a worship service. 
tesult was most gratifying as the 
church was comfortaibly filled at 
-services. Over 1,000 people at- 
)d the twoserviceson Easter Sun- 


statistical reports reveal a 
t baptized membership of 1054. 
* are more than 3 times as many 
attending Holy Communion 
han in 1948. The Auxiliary or- 
tions contributed over $2,500.00 
sions. The overall benevolence 
utions amounted to $13,709.00. 
fis some $300.00 more than what 
‘pent for local operation and im- 
ent costs. The average contri- 
per confirmed member amount- 
a little over $42.00 for every 
nd, wife, and confirmed child in 
idst. There has been an average 
ance of about 500 at services. 


or James C. Peterson, Salt Lake 
tah, passed away Sunday morn- 
-anuary 22. The funeral was held 
jay, January 24th at Salt Lake 
Obituary later. 


ETTERS ABOUT DEACONS 
| Editor, 

the deacons not supposed to do 
jing in the church? I thought 
‘ere to show much interest and 
tive in the work of the congrega- 
Are they not supposed to visit 
sss interested members? Are they 
pposed to work for evangelism 
ch other causes in the congrega- 


e your paper. I like your edi- 
: Do you let your pastor down? 
wish you would say something 
deacons. 

t sign my name “Interested.” 
tors note: We hope someone else 
‘like to express themselves on 
uestion. 


ANONYMOUS LETTERS 

ers without any name and ad- 
attached to them will not be 
. Please remember this. We 
received three the past month, 
had no signature at all. We ap- 
tte your letters, no matter 
fer they are critical or not. But 
+ have your name and address 
ser to print them. However, we 
print your letters without your 
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signature, if you so desire, but the edi- 
tor must know who wrote it. 


BOOK REVIEW 

The Great Invitation and Other 
Sermons: Emil Brunner, The West- 
minster Press, 1955. Translated by 
Harold Knight, 188 pages, $3.00. 

Anyone who is familiar with Dr. 
Brunner’s other books will welcome 
a book of his sermons. In this book 
we have a selection of twenty-two 
sermons which Dr. Brunner preached 
at the cathedral Church in Zurich be- 
fore beginning a teaching assignment 
in Japan. Dr. Brunner states in his 
preface that he has always {been re- 


-luctant to publish sermons for, “... 


preaching is essentially a living oc- 
currence which can only very imper- 
fectly be crystallized in writing.” The 
present volume was published at the 
request of the cathedral congregation 
iby way of compensation for oral 
preaching in the pulpit, when it be- 
came known ‘that Dr. Brunner had ac- 
cepted the invitation to lecture at the 
International Christian University in 
Tokyo. 

Dr. Brunner shows a keen insight 
into the meaning of contemporary his- 
tory. His sermons have a relevant 
message for the man of today. Dr. 
Brunner addresses himself to the 20th 
Century man and to the various situa- 
tions in which he finds himself. Ques- 
tions which arise in the heart and 
mind of today’s generation are an- 
swered with great Evangelical clarity. 

Outstanding sermons in the mind of 
this reviewer are the following: ‘The 
Rock on which the Church is Built,” 
Matt. 16:13-19, A Reformation Sunday 
sermon; “The Folly and Scandal of 
thes Crosssale, Core 1:18-24 7 and. “In 
None Other Is Salvation.” Acts 4:8-12. 
In the first Dr. Brunner distinguishes 
between “Catholic (Authoritarian) 
Faith” and “Evangelical Faith.” 

The second mentioned sermon 
strikes a blow against man’s self- 
righteousness and pride. Dr. Brunner 
states that the message of the cross 
goes to the root of our ills, and that 
it alone can cure them radically. Just 
for this reason it spells folly and 
scandal. ; 

In the final sermon mentioned, Dr. 
Brunner sets forth the uniqueness of 
Christ and Christianity. Using a con- 
versation which he had with certain 
Hindu University Professors as a 
springboard for this sermon he states, 
“But one thing there is not in Indian 
religion or in any religion outside 
Christianity: a man who came on 
earth to reconcile to God by the sacri- 
fice of His life those who had become 
separated from God by their guilt and 
sin... Because that atoning event took 
place in Him and through Him alone 
—and not through Rama, Krishna, 
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Buddha or Mohammed—therefore He 
is the Savior and His name the only 
name whereby we must be saved...” 
pp. 108-110. 


Other readers of these sermons by 
Dr. Brunner might find other sermons 
as outstanding as the three mentioned 
by this reviewer. All are Christ center- 
ed. They should provide stimulating 
and inspiring reading for any pastor, 
and should be beneficial to his sermon 
preparation. Lay people will find in this 
volume clear evangelical thinking a- 
bout many pertinent questions and 
problems which arise in today’s com- 
plicated world. F. V. J. 


BOOK REVIEWS 


THE CHURCH IN OUR TOWN, by 
Rockwell C. Smith. Abingdon Press, 
Nashville, Tenn., 1955. Cloth, 230 
pages, $2.50. Available at Lutheran 
Publishing House, Blair, Nebr. 


Since this book first appeared ten 
years ago it has been high on the list 
of most widely-read and appreciated 
works in the field of rural sociology 
and the place of the Church in the 
rural community. Now in this revised 
and enlarged edition Professor Smith 
has ‘brought his material up to date in 
line with most recent census reports 
and other data, and has added the in- 
sights gained in his own ministry as 
Professor of Rural Church and direc- 
tor of rural life activities and insti- 
tutes at Garrett Biblical Institute. Pri- 
or to joining the |Garrett faculty in 
1940 Dr. Smith served as a rural pas- 
tor in parishes in Massachussets and 
Wisconsin, and this book, like its 
predecessor, reflects the author’s con- 
fident zeal for the rural ministry 
as well as his competent understand- 
ing of the sociological aspects of the 
rural community. The chapters deal 
with such realistic problems of the 
open country and “small town” as 


land tenure, soil conservation, rural 
health, educational agencies, rural 
welfare organizations, community 


organizations, etc., all in relationship 
to the church and (Christian citizen- 
ship. Some may criticize the book for 
being stronger on sociology than on 
churchmanship and pastoral theology 
as some of us understand it. How- 
ever, it is our judgment that here is 
a book which goes a long way toward 
accomplishing its stated objective: 
“This is a book for churchmen—both 
ministers and laymen—who are con- 
cerned that the rural church shall ex- 
press in its life the will of God.” 


—C.'C. Madsen 


1956 LENTEN READING 


Dead or Alive 


By Herbert Lindemann 


Eleven messages for Lent, Good Friday, and Easter, val- 
uable to the conscientious young pastor skirting about for 
a style and content that will breathe life inito souls dead- 
ened to the Gospel message by some all-possessing sin. For 
the veteran pastor it is a vivid demonstration that the older 
preacher need not be condemned to a sermonic rut. These are 
sermons that deserve study, both of structure and of con- 
tent. They demonstrate how potent the English language can 
be when skillfully used. Artfully developed, simple and di- 
rect, the author ably demonstrates that the preacher needn’t 
be colloquial to capture and hold his congregation. He draws 
his audience by his Churchillian command of English and the 
singleness of purpose with which he drives home his message. 
His Biblical references fit the text with perfect harmony. 
(C22) 120 pages, paper cover. $1.50 (Postage 8c) 


Benefits of His Passion 
By C. H. Dodd 


In these six brief meditations Dr. Dodd combines sim- 
plicity and clarity of expression with mature insights from 
his years of study and thought to explain the basic ideas 
and beliefs implied in the Cross of Christ. Selecting from 
the writings of Paul references to the death of Jesus Christ, 
he confronts these references with the facts as recorded in 
the Gospels—and brings out their meaning for us in our 
present situation. This effective and refreshing use of the 
words of Paul offers new inspiration from the Passion story 
for all who wish to be born again with a renewed faith in 
God. 64 pages. (A-1) $1.00 (Postage 8c) 


Heaven and Hell 
By John Sutherland Bonnell 


In this volume the minister of Fifth Avenue Presbyterian 
Church, New York City, confronts anew the Christian’s claim 
for life after death. In modern time Christians and human- 
ists alike have rebelled at the idea that physical death might 
be the end of all existence. Dr. Bonnell surveys the New 
Testament teaching on immortality, and finds abundant 
evidence there that fellowship with God begun in this life 
continues unbroken after death. He then turns to a discus- 
sion of the nature of heaven, the nature of hell, and the 
problem of whether we shall recognize one another in the 
hereafter. A concluding chapter reaffirms the Christian’s 
faith in Christ as being the ground of our hope in both this 
life and the one to come. 64 pages. (A-1) $1.00 (Postage 8c) 


The Cross Is the Key 


By Clifford Ansgar Nelson 


A successful pastor has given us in this book a refreshing 
interpretation of the meaning of the Christian life. The main 
theses of these vibrant Lenten meditations is that from a- 
mong the many keys and clues God has given us to unlock 
the meaning of these little lives of ours, the Cross Is the 
Big Key and interpreter of everything. These are meditations 
for the layman. Here are also sermon materials for the pas- 
tor but the book is not intended to be a collection of ser- 
mons. It is designed with the average person in mind for 
widespread reading. (A-6) $2.50 (Postage 12c) 
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